TO-MORROW

changed from anger to astonishment, with a large mixture of
contempt in his nasal muscles.

CA frog-concert!5 repeated he. 'And is it possible that
any man could neglect an invoice merely to go to hear a parcel
of frogs croaking in a swamp ? Sir, you will never do in a
mercantile house.' He walked off to the warehouse, and left
me half mortified and half provoked.

From this time forward all hopes from Mr. Croft's friendship
were at an end. He was coldly civil to me during the few
remaining days of the fortnight that we stayed at his house.
He took the trouble, however, of looking out for a cheap and
tolerably comfortable lodging for my wife and boy ; the rent of
which he desired to pay for his relation, he said, as long as I
should remain in Philadelphia, or till I should find myself in
some eligible situation. He seemed pleased with Lucy, and
said she was a very properly-conducted, well-disposed, prudent
young woman, whom he was not ashamed to own for a cousin.
He repeated, at parting, that he should be happy to afford me
every assistance in reason, towards pursuing any feasible plan
of advancing myself; but it was his decided opinion that I
could never succeed in a mercantile line.

I never liked Mr. Croft; he was much too punctual^ too
much of an automaton, for me; but I should have felt more
regret at leaving him, and losing his friendship, and should
have expressed more gratitude for his kindness to Lucy and
my boy, if my head had not at the time been full of young
Hudson. He professed the warmest regard for me, congratu-
lated me on getting free from old Croft's mercantile clutches,
and assured me that such a man as I was could not fail to
succeed in the world by my own talents and the assistance of
friends and good connections.

I was now almost every day at his father's house in company
with numbers of rich and gay people, who were all my friends.
I was the life of society, was invited everywhere, and accepted
every invitation, because I could not offend Mr. Hudson's
intimate acquaintance.

From day to day, from week to week, from month to month,
I went on in this style. I was old Hudson's grand favourite,
and everybody told me he could do anything he pleased for
me. I had formed a scheme, a bold scheme, of obtaining from
government a large tract of territory in the ceded lands of
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